INTRODUCTION

Sri Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Namboodiri, who deserves to be
more widely known, is one of the pioneers of the Bhagavatha Move-
ment that started in Kerala in the early decades of this century.
Vazhakunnam lived the pious life of a true devotee of God. He
made the Propagation of Krishna Bhakthi, the supreme mission of
his life. His favourite deity was Guruvayoorappan. Through his
speeches and exposition of the Bhagavatha, he made many realise
the sweetness and the ineffable joy of the selfless love of Lord
Krishna. I have had the privilege of listening to him twice in my
schooldays. Vazhakunnam's persuasive eloquence compelling
attention moved the listeners to tears, converted the sceptics and
consoled the distressed.

That Vazhakunnam was a gifted poet is not known to many.
He has written poems both in Malayalam and Sanskrit. His theme
is always devotional. Even in his hymns addressed to other deities
his fervent prayer is that he should be enabled to live unmolested
in his love of the divine flute player of Vrindavan. Bhakthi is one of
the main domains of poetry. In his Bhakthi Sutras,Narade defines
Bhakthi "It is a feeling of the deepest love towards some one". The
Sandilya Sutras say "It is supreme attachment to god". Poetry dealing
with such a sentiment can not but be lyrical. Vazhakunnam's vast
erudition has not in the least affected adversely his mellifluous dic-
tion and the lyrical loveliness of his poems which remind us of
Mukunda Mala and Sreekrishnakamamritham. Vazhakunnam is in
the illustrious company ofKulasekhara and Leelsuka.

My young friend Dr. Sreekumaran's treatise is an excellent
introduction to the life and works of this great soul. With untiring
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